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SUBJECT: PRESS MATERIAL 

WHITE HOUSE PLEASE PASS SAM 86970 

HEREWITH LAURENCE STERN BYLINER PAGE NINE WASHINGTON POST 
THURSDAY JANUARY 18 HEADED "CHASING A SPY RING - ITS SECRET 
IS SAEELY LOCKED AWAY IN CONEUSION": 

IT HAS BEEN A WONDROUS AND CONFUSING WEEK IN THE ANNALS OF 
WATERGATE JOURNALISM. 

THE TALE OE THE ALLEGED PENTAGON SPY RING OPENED WITH DARK 
OVERTONES OE "SEVEN DAYS IN MAY,." BUT AS THE STORY 
EVOLVED IT WAS VEERING TOWARD "CATCH-22" WITH ACCENTS OE 
"M A S H." 


IF THERE WAS A GRAVE NATIONAL SECURITY ISSUE AT THE HEART 
OF THE MATTER, AS THE PRESIDENT AND HIS ATTORNEYS HAVE IN- 
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DICATED, THE SECRET WAS STILL SECURE WITH THE NETWORK OE 
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SOURCES WHO HAVE BEEN TAEKING TO REPORTERS OVER THE PAST 
PEW DAYS. 

DID HENRY KISSINGER ORDER A WIRETAP ON THE OPPICE OP PORMER 
DEPENSE SECRETARY MELVIN R. LAIRD? (CHICAGO SUN-TIMES) 

DID PRESIDENT NIXON WANT TO EIRE ADM. THOMAS MOORER, CHAIR- 
MAN OP THE JOINT CHIEFS OP STALE BECAUSE OP THE ALLEGED 
SPY RING? (CHICAGO TRIBUNE) 

WAS THE FILE-SNITCHING OPERATION THE HANDIWORK OF A FULL- 
FLEDGED "MILITARY SPY NETWORK" (NEW YORK TIMES) OR OF 
PRINCIPALLY TWO OFFICERS? (WASHINGTON POST) 

WAS IT A MAJOR BREACH OF WHITE HOUSE SECRETS, AS SOME 
SOURCES INDICATED, OR WAS IT RINKY-DINK," AS OTHER 
INFORMANTS INSISTED. 

IT ALL SEEMED TO BOIL DOWN TO WHICH PAPER YOU READ AND 
QUOTED. 

WHEN THE SPY STORY BROKE UNDER BOLD BANNER HEADLINES IN THE 
CHICAGO TRIBUNE AND ON THE SCRIPPS-HOWARD WIRE LAST 
FRIDAY INFORMED SOURCES WERE CLAIMING THAT ADMIRAL 
MOORER WAS RECEIVING DOCUMENTS STOLEN BY MILITARY SUBORDI- 
NATES IN THE WHITE HOUSE. 

THE NEXT DAY, SATURDAY THE CHICAGO SUN-TIMES REPORTED THAT 
AN AROUSED KISSINGER, THE PRESIDENT'S SENIOR NSC STAFFER, 
ORDERED A WIRETAP IN THE OFFICE OF THEN-SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
MELVIN R. LAIRD. THE SUN-TIMES FURTHER REPORTED THAT BEFORE 
THE LAIRD TAP WAS INSTALLED A "BUG" WAS IMPLANTED IN THE 
WHITE HOUSE OFFICE OF KISSINGER AIDE WAYNE SMITH AN NSC 
ANALYST PRIVY TO STRATEGIC ARMS AND VIETNAM STRATEGY SE- 
CRETS. 

AND SO THERE UNFOLDED IN THE PRESS THE SPECTER OF A FULL- 
SCALE CLOAK-AND-DAGGER STRUGGLE BETWEEN WHITE HOUSE AND 
PENTAGON WITH NATIONAL SECURITY SECRETS SPILLING OUT AS A 
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BYPRODUCT OF THE HOSTILITIES. 

WAS THE ALLEGED MILITARY SPYING EPISODE THE MUCH-AD- 
VERTISED NATIONAL SECURITY MATTER CITED BY THE PRESIDENT 
AND HIS LAWYERS IN CONNECTION WITH THE WHITE HOUSE 
"PLUMBERS" INVESTIGATION BY FEDERAL WATERGATE PROSECUTORS? 

YES, SOME SOURCES TOLD THE NEW YORK TIMES AND THE WASHINGTON 
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POST. NO, SAID OTHER SOURCES TO BOTH NEWSPAPERS. 

IT WAS A CRUCIAL DIEEERENCE. THE WHITE HOUSE HAD IN- 
VOKED THE DANGER OF A NATIONAL SECURITY BREACH WHEN IT 
SOUGHT LAST SUMMER TO DISCOURAGE CRIMINAL INDICTMENTS OF 

KEY AIDES ASSOCIATED WITH THE "PLUMBERS ' ACTIVITIES - 
SPECIFICALLY JOHN D. EHRLICHMAN, CHARLES COLSON AND EGIL 
(BUD) KROGH. SO THE WASHINGTON POST WAS INFORMED, AT 
ANY RATE, BY INFORMED SOURCES. 

THE WHITE HOUSE SAID LAST FRIDAY THAT ITS NATIONAL SECU- 
RITY CONCERN IN THE MILITARY SPYING EPISODE WAS THAT IT 
INVOLVED "DELIBERATE LEAKS TO THE MEDIA" OF SENSITIVE 
INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO FOREIGN POWERS. 

THIS WAS PRESUMABLY AN ALLUSION TO THE LEAK OF MINUTES OF 
WHITE HOUSE MEETINGS, CHAIRED BY KISSINGER, ON THE ADMIN- 
ISTRATION'S STRATEGY IN THE INDO-PAKISTAN WAR 
DURING DECEMBER 1971. IT WAS THIS SERIES OF MEETINGS 
DURING WHICH KISSINGER WAS QUOTED BY COLUMNIST JACK 
ANDERSON AS ANNOUNCING THAT THE PRESIDENT FAVORED A POLICY 
OF "TILTING" TOWARD PAKISTAN. 

THE MAIN CONSEQUENCE OF THE LEAK TO ANDERSON WAS TO CON- 
FIRM WHAT WAS ALREADY PUBLICLY EVIDENT FROM THE PATTERN 
OF THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION'S DIPLOMACY TOWARD THE CRISIS 
ON THE SUBCONTINENT - THAT OFFICIAL U.S. POLICY WAS 
TILTED TOWARD PAKISTAN. THE PAKS HAD BEEN IMPORTANT 
BROKERS IN ARRANGING FOR PRESIDENT NIXON'S TRIP TO CHINA. 

COLUMNIST ANDERSON WROTE YESTERDAY THAT THE "PLUMBERS'" 
INVESTIGATION OF THE LEAK LED TO DISCOVERY OF THE ALLEGED 
MILITARY SPYING EPISODE. 
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BUT THERE HAS BEEN NO EXPLANATION BY THE WHITE HOUSE WHAT 
NATIONAL SECURITY INTEREST MIGHT BE ENDANGERED BY 
PROSECUTION OF THE WHITE HOUSE SPECIAL INVESTIGATION 
UNIT OPERATING UNDER EHRLICHMAN'S DIRECTION. 

JOURNALISTIC AND PUBLIC CONFUSION OVER THE DETAILS, THE 
SERIOUSNESS AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SO-CALLED SPY STORY 
SEEMED TO STEM FROM THE VARYING SOURCE CHANNELS TAPPED BY 
THE REPORTERS WHO COVERED THE STORY. 

SOME WHITE HOUSE OFFICIALS REGISTERED THE HIGHEST CON- 
CERN WITH ONE PRESIDENTIAL AIDE CONTENDING (THE NEW YORK 
TIMES) THAT MR. NIXON WANTED IT KEPT SECRET TO PROTECT THE 
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WHOLE MILITARY COMMAND STRUCTURE." 

LAST SUNDAY "SENIOR OEEICIALS IN THE WHITE HOUSE, JUSTICE 
DEPARTMENT AND EBI" TOLD THE WASHINGTON POST THAT THE 

WHITE HOUSE HAD MADE UNWARRANTED USE OE THE NATIONAL 
SECURITY ISSUE TO RESTRICT INVESTIGATION OF THE "PLUMBERS". 

ON WEDNESDAY THE TIMES APPEARED TO REACH A SIMILAR CONCLUS- 
ION. ITS SOURCES WERE NOW SAYING THAT THE SPYING EPISODE 
HAD BEEN BLOWN OUT OF PROPORTION. 

YESTERDAY EBI SOURCES TOLD THE WASHINGTON POST THAT THE 
ONLY INEORMATION PICKED UP ON THE TAP OP ONE OP THE PRIME 
MILITARY SPYING SUSPECTS. YEOMAN CHARLES RADPORD, WERE 
A WERIES OP OBSCENE PHONE CALLS MADE BY AN ASSOCIATE OF 
THE YEOMAN'S. 

AND THE PENTAGON ON WEDNESDAY CAM UP WITH ITS OWN PRELI- 
MINARY FINDING ON THE DOCUMENT-SNITCHING APPAIR. 

THERE WAS SOME OVER EXUBERANCE AND SOME IMPROPRIETY," 

SAID DEFENSE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN WILLIAM BEECHER, "IN 
THE LIAISON ACTIVITY BETWEEN THE JOINT CHIEFS OP STAPF AND 
THE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL." 

BUT BEECHER CAUTIONED DEPENSE SECRETARY JAMES R. 
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SCHLESINGER STILL "ISN'T SATISPIED THAT HE'S GOT THE WHOLE 
STORY." 

NOR, IT MIGHT BE ADDED, IS ANY NEWSPAPERMAN WHO HAS 
COVERED THE CONPUSING SERIES OF EVENTS. AND CERTAINLY 
NOT THE READER-IN CHICAGO OR WASHINGTON OR NEW YORK. 

(END TEXT) 
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